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Islamic Republic of Mauritania 

An initiative of the MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

In partnership with the MINISTRY OF FISHERIES AND MARITIME ECONOMY 

and the MINISTRY OF OIL, ENERGY AND  MINES 

The Programme Biodiversity Oil and Gas  
produces technical tools for environmental management and facili-
tates participatory sea governance with key stakeholders and rele-

vant government departments 
 

IN ORDER TO 
 

strengthen the necessary research, policy, legislative and financial 
instruments as well as the capacity of government and civil society 

stakeholders, in partnership with the oil and gas industry, to improve 
marine biodiversity protection and social equity amongst marine re-

source users. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Four gas fields and four fields discovered in deep water along 
the Mauritanian shelf break 
One oil field put in production named Chinguetti. Production 
gas foreseen in the near future from the Banda field by Tul-
low Oil; 
 
 Next to Asian major Petronas, five companies of European 
and American origin are actively exploring Mau-
�Œ�]�š���v�]���[�•�� �������‰�� �Á���š���Œ�W�� �d�µ�o�o�}�Á�� �K�]�o�U�� �����v���� �W���š�Œ�}�r
leum, Chariot Oil, Total & Kosmos Energy. 

Standards applied by Woodside for the production of the first 
oil field were used to benchmark the domestic legal frame-
work which now includes provisions for:  

�{ Environmental Impact Study for each development 
step channelled through a process of public scrutiny;  

�x�� Environmental Management Plan (EMP) for operatio-
nal phases of offshore projects.  

 
 These plans and studies are evaluated against:  

�{ �D���µ�Œ�]�š���v�]���[�•�����}�u�u�]�š�u���v�š�•���š�}���]�v�š���Œ�v���š�]�}�v���o�����}�v�À���v�r
tions (CSB, Abidjan, toxic waste products �t Basel, Stockholm, 
Rotterdam etc.);  

�{ Use of Best Practises 
(Chinguetti field serving as the 
benchmark) 

1. Research 
�x�� Mapping vulnerable sea areas in prime development area, to reduce 

risks related to seismic surveys, drilling operations and to improve oil 
spill contingency plans. 

�x�� Establishing environmental norms for routine discharge of waste 
products from oil and gas platforms (notably PAHs production water and 
chemicals drilling fluids) 

 
2. Capacity building 

�x�� Learning by doing research; 
�x�� Training workshops on marine ecology and drivers for biodiversity loss; 
�x�� Master study on Management of Extractive Industries for Sustainable Development 

(GAED) and Master study on Marine Biology. 
 

3. Strengthening social dialogue 
�x�� Bridging communication with and between representatives civil society, govern-

ment and private sector. 
 

4. Mobilising sustainable finance for  
�x�� Marine research; 
�x�� Biodiversity protection; 
�x�� Education about the value of marine biodiversity. 

�x�� lack of knowledge about marine biodiversity in prime development area, the shelf break, a true terra incognita 
in terms of biodiversity; 

 
�x�� no monitoring programme in place to measure the impacts of micro pollution on marine ecology. Apart from 

food quality norms for fishery products, no local environmental norms and standards for micro pollution are 
established; 

 
�x�� weak feedback from Mauritanian stakeholders on impact studies due to lack of knowledge about marine ecol-

ogy, oil and gas development and environmental risks. 

To strengthen the necessary research, policy, legislative and financial instruments as well as the 

capacity of government and civil society stakeholders, in partnership with the oil and gas indus-

try, to improve marine biodiversity protection and social equity amongst marine resource users. 

BETTER KNOW  
TO BETTER MANAGE 

Improving social and environ-
mental management for the oil 
and gas sector in Mauritania 
can be achieved by enhancing 
knowledge about the local 
marine environment and socio 
economic context.  

 

 

 
Improving knowledge about marine ecology 
and engagement of well-informed stakeholders 
will be key to re-plan overlapping sea uses in 
better harmony with biodiversity protection 
and national strategies for socio economic de-
velopment, a decision making process also 
known as MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING.  

FROM A SECTORIAL TO AN  
INTEGRATED APPROACH 

To protect marine biodiversity 
effectively, all other sectors 
with an environmental foot-
print on this biome will need to 
comply with the same stan-
dards as applied by the oil and 
gas sector.  

  

 
While the emerging oil and gas sec-
tor comes with certain environmen-
tal risks, the fishing industry is cur-
rently the biggest driver for marine 
biodiversity loss.  
 

 

 
The industrial fishing sector has been 
active for decades within the new oil 
and gas development zone. Even 
though fish stocks are plummeting, 
important collateral impacts of this 
particular fishing sector have remained 
unaddressed.  

FISHERIES IN QUESTION A NECESSARY PLANNING 
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February, 2006: start oil production 80 km 
offshore the Mauritanian capital Nouakchott.  
First operator: Woodside Energy.  
Current operator: Petronas.  
Environmental standards: Australian 


